Assessment 1: Discussion
LENGTH
500 words
DUE DATE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Friday 20nd March 11.55pm
DETAILS
You will need to write 2 discussion posts – one for each of the following topics. Assistance for this assessment is provided in the PC lab activity scheduled in Week One.
· Post Discussion topic 1 to the discussion thread ‘Discussion topic 1’.
· Post Discussion topic 2 to the discussion thread ‘Discussion topic 2’
Discussion Topic 1: Describe and discuss at least two of the nursing and/or midwifery workforce factors that are known to influence the quality and safety of healthcare delivery, such as avoidable adverse events and/or hospital-acquired complications.
Discussion topic 2: Read the conclusions made in study, Aiken et al., 2017. These can be seen both in the abstract and the section of the journal paper titled conclusion. In light of the conclusions made in the reading Aiken et al 2017: What are the implications of the results of this study for nurse managers and for bedside nurses?
Aiken, L. H., Sloane, D., Griffiths, P., Rafferty, A. M., Bruyneel, L., McHugh, M., ... & Sermeus, W. (2017). Nursing skill mix in European hospitals: cross-sectional study of the association with mortality, patient ratings, and quality of care. BMJ Qual Saf, 26(7), 559-568.
INSTRUCTIONS
You are expected to participate on at least 2 different days. Posting should be a minimum of one short paragraph and a maximum of two paragraphs.  Word totals for each post should be no more than 250 words.  Whether you agree or disagree with the ideas in the topic, explain why with supporting evidence or related experience.  Include a reference, or quote when appropriate. Be organized in your thoughts and ideas. Stay on topic.  Provide evidence of critical, thinking and thoughtfulness in your responses.  Avoid summarizing. Contribute to the group by being creative in your approaches to topics, being relevant to the presented viewpoints, and attempting to motivate the discussion. Be aware of grammar and sentence mechanics.  Use proper etiquette.  Remember that being respectful is critical.
Please remember that the values of mutual respect that is part of this unit of study extends into the virtual classroom environment.  Participation in these discussion boards is required. Participation alone is not enough; a thoughtful and meaningful approach in your posts is required.
For this assessment you must copy and paste content from the contributions that you posted to the on-line discussion group. You will need to copy and paste your 2 posts from the discussion areas, including the date and time of your post to a word document. 
This assessment should include a header with your name and unit of study. You should upload your word document to the Assessment 1 area of VU collaborate. You may use evidence or references to support your posts. References, in APA format, cited and the end of posts do not form part of the word limit.  
Assessment Criteria 
For the posts above, you will be assessed on the following criteria: 1) that you have examined the relationship between research and improvement in health care outcomes, and that you have 2) searched for evidence using databases.
The rubric for this task is available here. 
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