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THE WORLD CUP IN QATAR.
a kick in the wrong direction
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On December 2, 2010, Qatar was announced as the winner f the
2022 World Cup host bid. Over four ZIT.ld a half years later, the world’g
e b’ changed; North Amenca. and Eurlupc are still frustrg,.
B fised. the Middle East is still ecstatic with anticipation_

the International Football Confederation, FIFA, is still adamap,.
etermined to see it through. Despite the heated opposition Qatar
including accusations of modern-day slavery, logistical ey.
orching summer climate, and allegations of cor.

id, FIFA has publicly announced

the host of the 2022 World Cyp

hange the outcome of the

es not make the stand-

 that FIFA has made

- fans to either support

East is a first, Qatar
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investigations have also exposed that workers have had their passports
confiscated and their salaries denied for months on end to eliminate
any possibility of leaving (Pattison). Being held against their will and
forced to work in such awful conditions makes it certain that these
individuals are not just migrant workers—they are modern-day slaves.

These slaves are literally doing the heavy lifting to make this
World Cup happen, and their suffering is absolutely sickening. The
Guardian has also stated that World Cup infrastructure projects were
specifically said to have been worked on using forced labor (Pattison).
As one migrant worker, Ram Kumar Mahara, told The Guardian,*“We
were working on an empty stomach for 24 hours; 12 hours’ work and
then no food all night....When I complained, my manager assaulted
me. kicked me out of the labour camp I lived in, and refused to pay
me anything” (Pattison). Human rights activists are outraged at the
thought of allowing these slaves to build the very stadium the games
will be played in.

Some advocates, however, believe that allowing Qatar to host is
exactly what the country needs to stimulate change in Qatari labor
laws. Justin D. Martin, for example, firmly believes that the media
attention Qatar will receive in hosting the World Cup will raise public
awareness and place pressure on the Qatari government to not only
make changes to their labor laws, but also to enforce them (New Re-

public). To some extent, this belief has already manifested itself in the
fact that Qatari labor law underwent some reform in May of 2014 in
response to criticism. However, Amnesty International has stated that
“while some of the measures announced [in May) are positive and if

d would improve conditions for workers, they do not go

er, emphasis added). According to a more

ths later, the organization warned
woefully inadequate™ (Gibson,
Middle East’s rev
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The safety of these workers is not the only concem, howeyer.
concerns have also been raised by health officials about the Saf&tyer'f
athletes playing in Qatar’s scorching desert heat. This has causeq Flp(;_
to reconsider the feasibility of holding the Qatar World Cup ip g,
summer. In the 2014 World Cup held in Brazil, games were stopped
when temperatures peaked above 86 degrees Fahrenheit. Compareq
to Qatar’s summer climate, however, Brazil’s high eighties seem like
nothing. As stated by Samuel Chi, summer temperatures in Qatar are
commonly known to reach up to 120 degrees Fahrenheit (The Dipj,.
mat). Originally, Qatar promised to have the latest in air-cooling tech.
nology to keep fans and players safe and comfortable. But according
to an article in Business Insider, “the promised cooling technology ...
*hasn’t yet come into existence’.. .7 (“Qatar is Quietly Breaking™). Ac-
cording to another article, published in The Independent, medics have
directly stated that allowing the Cup to take place in such heat is too
great a risk. Forget the issue of comfort—it is simply too dangerous.
Obviously. holding the World Cup games in the summer heat is not a

 to other alternatives, and fans may be
winter months instead. But this solu-
e by Tony Manfred, moving
iccommodate the difficult cli-
ion FIFA has
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2014 world Cup in Brazil this past year in light of the fact that there v*ﬁl 13?‘
was not another world event competing for viewers’ attention. But fi g?‘
holding the world Cup in {he winter puts it in conflict with the NFL -% gé
pluyoﬂ'ﬁ and the Super Bowl, and T Ve
even if it Was held n November The CO!"‘-SEC{UGHCES %
and December. the Cup’s puhli{c- of all OW'H'\ g Qat ar to
iy would g0 .hcad o hfnd w-.l_h S“ de throu Qh the
the regular NFL season. Fox will ;
i e B cracks could create
have 0 compete with the NFL for
‘nterest and viewers,” Manfred a SﬁOWbaH effect of .
writes. “And 10 make things even corruption in inter- >
N e complicated, it will have 2 national soccer: %,
compete with itself for interest 5. Se
and airtime since it also OWNS NFL proadcasting rights” (“FIFA Might "}r'“ e
Move"). Even in America, where soccer is less prevalent, moving the ‘& o
World Cup will have a negative impact. i% _?E
The greatest argument against Qatar’s right t0 host in 2022 is re- m% ?{-p
garding the allegations of bribery made against {he former president . gv-
of the Asian Football Confederation, Qatar’s Mohamed Bin Ham- %%
am. According to an article published in the Sunday Times, BiD 52
Hammam Was accused of bribing Caribbean soccel officials with : '%'
envelopes stuffed with $40,000. As stated by the anonymous author, f_:,."‘,;
“The payments Were made. ..[in] May [of 2012], while Bin Hammam b
was standing for the FIFA presidency against Sepp Blatter” (Sunday : %
Times). After examinations by both outside \nvestigators and FIFA's fé:
ethics commitiee, substantial evidence was found 1o justify his sus- 3
pension. In October of 2012, before he could publicty be panned from i
international soccer for life, Bin Hammam resigned from all soccer '5‘35
c

positions, leaving his opponent Sepp Blatter 10 win the election with-

out competition (Sunday Times). In response, thousands of people are

questioning whether Qatar really won the bid fair and square. In more
cases than not, this article being no exception, most individuals are
themselves rather Jdoubtful of the ethics behind Qatar’s victory.
nmmed that Bin Hammam's unethical ac-
h | the 2022 host bid. Ac-

- the
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that “although Bin Hammam was not officially Part of the ;

its chairman has described him as the bid’s *bigges; asser™ :jg B
Times). Whether he was involved directly or indirectly, it is 01; n.dq},
that Bin Hammam had plenty of weight to pull Qatar nto fav{:-::;:

standings.

After months of controversy, a recent article published i the
United Kingdom's The Telegraph announced that FIFA confirmed thy
Qatar did in actuality ma‘nipulatc the vote by using bribery. FIFA’s re.
port acknowledged multiple instances of unethical strategies useq by
Qatar, including bribing the African Football Confederation with | 8
million dollars in return for exclusive marketing rights, making susp-
cious payments to Argentina and Brazil days before the ballots were
gast, and having a “significant lack of transparency” in Qatar’s rela-
D consultants whose ““questionable conduct’...could
able offences™ (Rumsby). The report also addressed
he actions of Bin Hammam in his bribing of Carib-
il Reynold Temarii of the Oceania Football Confed-
ended for accepting Qatar’s bribes. According
’s suspension eliminated a vote in favor of
that Mr. Bin Hammam supported
1is actions with respect to Mr.
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FIFA has chosen to make justifications. They have chosen to let
it go. But that does not mean that the 2022 World Cup in Qatar de-
serves our support. If the lack of human rights, the brutal heat, and the
scheduling conflicts weren't enough to illustrate the lack of Qatar’s
qualification, its lack of honesty does. It is not right to shred an en-
tire schedule of professional athletics to accommodate a country who
doesn’t deserve the opportunity. It is bad enough for migrant workers
to die in the name of soccer, but for them to lose their lives in the name
of a country whose intentions are unjust and scandalous is an outrage.
Given the circumstances, hosting the World Cup in Qatar is more than
just a kick in the wrong direction—it’s a kick in the teeth.

If FIFA won't take a stand for what is ethically right, the Umt-
ed States must. This is why I urge American soccer players and fans
to join in a boycott against the Qatar World Cup. It is obvious that
this soccer tournament has become far more than just another com-
petition. It is now a matter of corrupted leaders, unethical standards,
and abused human rights. Real victory is now more than scoring a
winning goal—it is taking a stand for progress. And that progress
is a victory that, around the world, we should all be cheering for.
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