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Question 1

         In this section, the main point of focus is the nature of universe as described by Thomas Aquinas in Summa Theologica. According to Aquinas, the assertions of Aristotle on the nature of universe are very vivid on how he viewed the nature of universe. He said that the universe was dominant before the modern science was developed. In that case, Thomas described the universe as a precursor of natural science (Pasnau 45).  Again, Thomas applied different views asserted by Plato and Aristotle thereby describing the nature of universe as a multi-dimensional world of coexistence. The universe does not consider physics in its nature but it is fully embedded in a meta-physics nature.

        To support his assertion on the nature of universe, Thomas Aquinas asserted that, “the universe is not a world characterized by the preponderance of uniformly gray, insipid matter.” In that case, he said that the universe is a world characterized by aspects such as order, cosmos and a hierarchy where grades of being can be differentiated. Lastly, he considered human as the main factor in the universe because there have intellectual mindset and the level of thinking is far much better than animals. From logical point of view and analysis, some authors have tried to review the nature of universe as per the contributions of Thomas. In that case, Hobbe asserted that the universe is a monotonous world made of matter in motion. For that reason, the nature of the universe can be described in many ways as long as a quantified proof can be provided.

1. What is the nature of man?

        Again, Thomas Aquinas provided his views on the nature of man in his Summa Theologica. The main concept on the nature of man was derived from different philosophers who identified human being as a combination of body and soul. In that connection, he asserted that the nature of man is a human body in terms of living body, sensitivity and rationality. In addition, human being is compiled by human soul (Levy 74). Thomas asserted that body and soul are incompatible but they are the main elements on the nature of man.

      To support his ideas on the nature of man, Thomas apply the doctrine of the unity of substantial forms. In this doctrine, he applied the concept of man as a body so as to express the nature of human being to explain the humanistic approach of man. He also argues that the humanity of man is what is referred as “form of the whole.” From logical point of view, the claim of Thomas on the nature of man as a body and a soul can be used to substantiate other claims about the nature of man. In that connection, Thomas described the capacity of man as a factor draw from the soul which provides a man with intellectual thoughts and reasoning.

2. What must we do to be happy?

     The pursuit of happiness is another issue analyzed by Thomas Aquinas in his Summa Theologica. He asserts that perfect happiness cannot be achieved in the lifetime (Elders 78). The main reason behind his assertion was based on the fact that the world is full of unsatisfied desires that are very difficult to achieve in the lifetime. However, Thomas retaliated from the idea of Augustine by saying that human being can achieve “imperfect happiness” in his lifetime. 

       To support his idea, Thomas Aquinas tried to distinguish between imperfect happiness and perfect happiness so as to tone down different views of pessimistic nature of man. He says, “Human nature is not completely corrupted by sin as to be totally lacking in natural goodness (Elders 79).” In that case, Thomas require man to seek God in the first case and the happiness and world pleasure will follow. From logical analysis, Aquinas views happiness as knowledge of God. In that case, it is very important to realize that true happiness originates from God. He argues in the Summa Theologica that only through knowledge of God and His words that man can achieve true happiness.
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