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Hhat himan affections are the result and not the foundation

Wil of the church and statutes of the state. . .. To open the

0 ape to those who dwell in continual antagonism, to the

W wes of drunkards, libertines, knaves, lunatics and tyrants,

gunarily embitter the relations of those who arecontented

W, bt on the contrary the very fact of freedom strengthens

flos the bond of union. When husbands and wives do not

hr as property, but are bound together only by affection,

‘Wil be a life long friendship and not a heavy yoke, from

Iy sometimes long for deliverance. The freer the rela-
ween human beings, the happier. . ..

e 10 the best of us has its shadows and sorrows, and
il ignorance this must needs be. . . . The day is breaking.
Ing to know that life's ills are not showered upon us by
LMather from a kind of Pandora’s box, but are the results of
il we have the power to control. By a knowledge and obser-
W L he road to health and happiness opens before [us]: a joy
that passeth all understanding shall yet be ours and Para-
e on earth. When marriage results from a true union of
| ypirit and when Mothers and Fathers give to their holy
i1 that preparation of soul and body that the artist gives to
in of his poem, statue or landscape, then will marriage,
i paternity acquire a new sacredness and dignity and a
8 0f manhood and womanhood will glorify the race!!

will gain as much as woman by an equal companionship in the n
est and holiest relations of life....So long as people marry fro
considerations of policy, from every possible motive but thi
one, discord and division must be the result. So long as the Sta
vides no education for youth on the questions and throws n
guards around the formation of marriage ties, it is in honar
to open wide the door of escape. From a woman's standpoin
that marriage as an indissoluble tie is slavery for woman, b
law, religion and public sentiment all combine under this idea
her true to this relation, whatever it may be and there is no
human slavery that knows such depths of degradations as .
chained to a man whom she neither loves nor respects, no other
ery so disastrous in its consequences on the race, or to individi
respect, growth and development. . ..
By the laws of several states in this republic made by Christi
representatives of the people divorces are granted to day
seventeen reasons. . ., By this kind of legislation in the several
we have practically decided two important points: 1st Thal
riage is a dissoluble tie that may be sundered by a decree L
courts. 2nd That it is a civil contract and not a sacrament of {i
church, and the one involves the other. . ., o
Alegal contract for a section of land requires that the parties by
age, of sound mind, [and] that there be no flaw in the title. ..,
legal marriage in many statesin the Union may be contracted
a boy of fourteen and a girl of twelve without the consent of p
or guardians, without publication of banns. ... Now what per
COMMOoN sense, or conscience, can endorse laws as wise or p
that sanction acts such as these. Let the state be logical: if marri
acivil contract, it should be subject to the laws of all other con
carefully made, the parties of age, and all agreements faitk
observed....
Let us now glance at a few of the popular objections to liber
divorce laws. It is said that to make divorce respectable by law,
pel and public sentiment is to break up all family relations. Whig

L ,' Hianton define the "social revolution” the United States under-
e Clvil War?

0 Hlanton believe that individual freedom within the family
lished?
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Mgy for doubt and despair. But that day has happily passed
i storim has been weathered, and the portents are nearly all

100. Frederick Douglass, "The Composite
Nation® (1869)
Source: Philip 5. Foner and Daniel Rosenberg, eds., Racism, Dissent

Asian Americans from 1850 to the Present (Westpori, Conn., rggy, p.
217-30. ;

il
Ll

-1’] tlouds, wind, smoke and dust and noise; over head and
il there will always be; but no genuine thunder, with
W bolt, menaces from any quarter of the sky.

Wl tiouble with us was never our system or form of Gov-
the principles under lying it; but the peculiar composi-
| peaple; the relations existing between them and the
:. fiy spirit which controlled the ruling power of the

Another group that did not share fully in the expansion of rights inspi
by the Civil War and Reconstruction was Asian-Americans. Prejudice
against Asians was deeply entrenched, especially on the West Coast,
where most immigrants from Asia lived. When the Radical Republican
Charles Sumner, senator from Massachusetts, moved to allow Asian
become naturalized citizens (a right that had been barred to them sing
1790), senators from California and Oregon objected vociferousl-y. and th
proposal was defeated. 4
Another advocate of equal rights for Asian-Americans was Frederick i

Douglass. In his remarkable *Composite Nation® speech, delivered in 1
in 1869, Douglass condemned anti-Asian discrimination and called for \ nple of composite nationality in the world. Qur people
ing them all the rights of other Americans, including the right tovote pellinological and logical classifications. In races we range
glasss comprehensive vision of a country made up of peaple of all rae b black to white, with intermediate shades which, as
national origins and enjoying equal rights was too radical for the tim y plic vision, no man can name a number.
itwould win greater and greater acceptance during the twentieth century il 1o creeds and faiths, the condition is no better, and no
ftor, nees both as to race and to religion are evidently more
pigane than to diminish.

htwem the populous shores of two great oceans. Our
Il ol supporting one fifth of all the globe. Herg, labor is
il here labar is better remunerated than any where else.
al and geographical causes, conspire to bring to us
jul all other over populated countries,
il Africa are already here, and the Indian was here before
Slinds to-day between the two extremes of black and
aud to claim fraternity with either, and yet too weak
4l the power of either. Heretofore the policy of our gov-
i bieen governed by race pride, rather than by wisdom.
{ly, neither the Indian nor the negro has been treated asa

@ lor o long time hesitated to adopt and may yet refuse
il arry out, the only principle which can solve that dif-
il glve peace, strength and security to the Republic, and that
Aple of absolute equality.

Lot ey of all extremes, ends and opposites; the most con-

THERE WAS A time when even brave men might look fearft
the destiny of the Republic. When our country was involved in
gled network of contradictions; when vast and irreconcilable:
forces fiercely disputed for ascendancy and control; when a
curse rested upon our very soil, defying alike the wisdom and |
virtue of the people to remove it; when our professions were lous
mocked by our practice and our name was a reproach and a by
to a mocking earth; when our good ship of state, freighted wi
best hopes of the oppressed of all nations, was furiously h
against the hard and flinty rocks of derision, and every cord,
beam and bend in her body quivered beneath the shock, the
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part of the body politic. No attempt has been made to inspire el
with a sentiment of patriotism, but the hearts of both races ha
been diligently sown with the dangerous seeds of discontent
hatred. :
The policy of keeping the Indians to themselves, has kept the taf
ahawk and scalping knife busy upon our borders, and has cost
largely in blood and treasure. Our treatment of the negro has slack
humanity, and filled the country with agitation and ill-feeling
brought the nation to the verge of ruin. A
Before the relations of these two races are satisfactorily selt
and in spite of all opposition, a new race is making its appe
within our borders, and claiming attention. It is estimated tha
less than one-hundred thousand Chinamen are now within the
its of the United States. Several years ago every vessel, large or sm
of steam or sail, bound to our Pacific coast and hailing fr "
Flowery kingdom, added to the number and strength of this &
ment of our population. i
Men differ widely as to the magnitude of this potential Chin
immigration. The fact that by the late treaty with China, we bl
ourselves to receive immigrants from that country only as th
jects of the Emperor, and by the construction, at least, are bound |
to naturalize them, and the further fact that Chinamen themsel
have a superstitious devotion to their country and an aversion {0
manent location in any other, contracting even to have their b
carried back should they die abroad, and from the fact that
have returned to China, and the still more stubborn that resista
their coming hasincreased rather than diminished, it is inferr
we shall never have a large Chinese population in Americ
however is not my opinion. ;
It may be admitted that these reasons, and others, may check’
maoderate the tide of immigration; but it isabsurd to think th
will do more than this. Counting their number now, by the th
sands, the time is not remote when they will count them by t!
lions. The Emperor's hold upon the Chinaman may be strong,
the Chinaman’s hold upon himself is stronger. -'

0 apainst naturalization, like all other treaties, are limited
MiAtances. As to the superstitious attachment of the Chinese
that, like all other superstitions, will dissolve in the light
JLil truth and experience. The Chinaman may be a bigot, but
il fallow that he will continue to be one, tomorrow. He is a
I will be very likely to act like a man. He will not be long in
il that a country which is good enough to live in, is good
L0 (lie in; and that a soil that was good enough to hold his
le alive, will be good enough to hold his bones when he is

who doubt a large immigration, should remember that the
Ishes no criterion as a basis of calculation. We live under
il lmproved conditions of migration, and these conditions
:'- antly improving, Americais no longer an obscure and inac-
[Cpuntry. Qur ships are in every sea, our commerce in every
language is heard all around the globe, steam and lightning
Wolutionized the whole domain of human thought, changed
raphical relations, make a day of the present seem equal to
s years of the past, and the continent that Columbus only
Mured four centuries ago is now the center of the world.
Ve

il that the Chinese will come, and have given some rea-
1 y we may expect them in very large numbers in no very dis-
ire, Do you ask, if I favor such immigration, [ answer [ would.
.I-.}':]u have them naturalized, and have them invested with all
t4 of American citizenship? I'would. Would you allow them
4 L would, Would you allow them to hold office? I would.
Liie there not reasons against all this? Is there not such a law
ieiple as that of self preservation? Does not every race owe
Wiing to itself? Should it not attend to the dictates of common
Should not a superior race protect itself from contact with
i ones? Are not the white people the owners of this conti-
Mave they not the right to say what kind of people shall be
Wil 10 come here and settle? Is there not such a thing as being
enerous than wise? In the effort to promote civilization may
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we not corrupt and destroy what we have? Is it best to take o
more passengers than the ship will carry?
To all this and more I have one among many answers, altogi
satisfactory to me, though I cannot promise that it will be so
[ submit that this question of Chinese immigration should b
tled upon higher principles than those of a cold and selfish e
ency. There are such things in the world as human rights.
upon no conventional foundation, but are external, universal, §
indestructible. Among these, is the right of locomotion; the righ
migration; the right which belongs to no particular race, but beloj
alike to all and to all alike. It is the right you assert by staying h e principles of justice, liberty, and perfect human
and your fathers asserted by coming here. It is this great right L plbguence can adequately portray the greatness and
Lassert for the Chinese and the Japanese, and for all other vari e future of the Republic.
men equally with yourselves, now and forever. I know of no rigl |
race superior to the rights of humanity, and when there is a st
posed conflict between human and national rights, it is safe to go
the side of humanity. I have great respect for the blue eyes and lig
haired races of America. They are a mighty people. In any |
for the good things of this world they need have no fear. They hi ijliage, support the same government, enjoy the same
no need to doubt that they will get their full share. } I8 with the same national enthusiasm, and seek the
But I reject the arrogant and scornful theory by which they wou | ends.
limit migratory rights, or any other essential human rights to the
selves, and which would make them the owners of this great
nent to the exclusion of all other races of men.
I want a home here not only for the negro, the mulatto and t
Latin races; but I want the Asiatic to find a home here in the U .
States, and feel at home here, both for his sake and for ours '. ,’.'"“c R R s S
wrongs no man. If respect is had to majorities, the fact that onl ik e
fifth of the population of the globe is white, the other four fift
colored, ought to have some weight and influence in disposing
this and similar questions. It would be a sad reflection upon {
laws of nature and upon the idea of justice, to say nothing of a ca
mon Creator, if four-fifths of mankind were deprived of the rights
migration to make room for the one fifth. If the white race mi

[ther races from this continent, it may rightfully do the
0L Lo all other lands, islands, capes and continents,and
\ the world to itself. Thus what would seem to belong to
aiilil become the property only of a part. So much for
How let us see what is wise.

t1 hiold that a liberal and brotherly welcome to all who
Jime to the United States is the only wise policy which
i adopt.

| vew

femarks as 1 began. If our action shall be in accor-

pread the network of our science and civilization over
_I'i '_ It shelter whether from Asia, Africa, or the Isles of
bl mold them all, each after his kind, into Americans;
ol  hiegro and Saxon, Latin and Teuton, Mongolian and

{iiud Gentile, all shall here bow to the same law, speak

Diuuglass mean by the term “composite nation™?
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! Will man yield what he considers to be his legitimate
uver woman with less struggle than have Popes and Kings
ppised rights over their subjects, or slaveholders over their
M, o, John Stuart Mill says the generality of the male sex
talerate the idea of living with an equal at the fireside; and
: secret of the opposition to woman's equality in the state
f liich—men are not ready to recognize it in the home, This
| danger apprehended in giving woman the ballot, for as
| I makes, interprets, and executes the laws for himself,
the power under any system. Hence when he expresses
I: it liberty for woman would upset the family relation, he
, -- jies that her present condition of subjection is not of her
jusing, and that if she had the power the whole relation would
Allully changed. And this is just what is coming to pass, the
il the struggle we witness to day.
l Woman's transition period from slavery to freedom and all
Uil upheavings, before which the wisest and bravest stand
il are but necessary incidents in her progress to equality.
Jtlum cries out we are going to destroy the family. Timid
1 answer, the political equality of woman will not change
e both wrong, It will entirely revolutionize it. When woman
) sijual the marriage relation cannot stand on the basis it is
Wil this change will not destroy it; as state constitutions and
{wwa did not create conjugal and maternal love, they cannot
liem. ... We shall have the family, that great conservator of
Al Wtrength and morals, after the present idea of man’s head-

99, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, "Home Life”
(ca. 1875) ;

Source: “Home Life,” manuscripl, ca. 1875, Elizabeth Cady Stanton Papers,
Library of Congress. E
Women activists saw Reconstruction as the moment for women to clain
their own emancipation. With blacks guaranteed equality before theil.i
by the Fourteenth Amendment and black men given the right to vote by
the Fifteenth, women demanded that the boundaries of American demiof
racy be expanded to include them as well. Other feminists debated how i
achieve “liberty for married women." In 1875, Elizabeth Cady Stanton .L
drafted an essay demanding that the idea of equality, which had “rey W
tionized" American politics, be extended into private life. Genuine Ii
for women, she insisted, required an overhaul of divorce laws (which
erally required evidence of adultery, desertion, or extreme abuse to term
nate a marriage) and an end to the authority men exercised over their wis

Women's demand for the right to vote found few sympathetic male r
teners. Even fewer supported liberalized divorce laws. But Stanton's exii
sion of the idea of “liberty for women® into the most intimate areas of
private life identified a question that would become a central concern of
later generations of feminists. i

e e a

WE arE 18 the midst of a social revolution; greater than any p il
cal or religious revolution, that the world has ever seen, be
goes deep down to the very foundations of society.... A questi
magnitude presses on our consideration, whether man and womn) pudiated and woman set free. To establish a republican
are equal, joint heirs to all the richness and joy of earth and Hez . puvernment [and] the right of individual judgment in the
or whether they were eternally ordained, one to be soverei st of necessity involve discussion, dissension, division, but
other slave.... Here is a question with half the human fam b1, higher, holier marriage will be evolved by the very evils
that the stronger half, on one side, who are in possession of ¢ . ee and deplore. This same law of equality that has revolu-
del, hold the key to the treasury and make the laws and publi Ml the state and the church is now knocking at the door of our
ment to suit their own purposes. Can all this be made to change b A sooner or later there too it must do its work. Let us one
without prolonged discussion, upheavings, heartburnings, violet ely bring ourselves into line with this great law for man

|
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