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College Dilemma
In recent years, the predicament faced by students all over the country has been the subject of countless articles and news stories. Colleges are too expensive for many people to attend, and those who do too often rely on taking loans out, which turn to crippling amounts of debt in the years after graduation. Americans have heard of this issue for years now, and yet nobody has been able to effectively solve the question: “what can be done to make college education more accessible?”. In the articles “Should Everyone Go to College” by Stephanie Owen and Isabel Sawhill and “Shut Up about Harvard” by Ben Casselman, the authors lay out the setbacks of the price tag on college education and that fixing this issue requires us to reexamine the outcomes of a degree. While this is true, we should be focusing on lowering the cost of college by increasing financial aid and awareness of scholarships to students who are interested in a college education. Providing students with resources to pay for college will make it more accessible for everyone. 
American high schoolers these days are faced with a constant bombardment of pressure about going to college. Whether it be watching their peers commit to schools, the perpetual reminders from guidance counselors to turn in applications or even (and especially) the incessant nagging of grandmothers asking, “Do you know where you’re going to college yet?” it is safe to say that teens are frequently hassled to attend a four-year university in order to acquire a well-paying job and have a good life. In theory, there’s nothing wrong with this philosophy that college is fantastic. According to Stephanie Owen and Isabel Sawhill, authors published by the Brookings Institute in 2013, “The gap in annual earnings between young high school graduates and bachelor’s degree holders working full time is $15,000” (320). Looking at these statistics, it’s not difficult to see that there is considerable value in obtaining a degree, but these numbers do not consider the cost associated with that degree. Owen and Sawhill go on to say that the more expensive it is to attend a college, the less beneficial it is to attend (320). These points illustrate that in order to allow more people to get a degree, the expenses of college must be lowered.
One method of lowering this price is to spend time educating teenagers about scholarship opportunities and financial aid available to them. Many media outlets currently use their resources to cater to a small percentage of students who attend elite schools, ignoring the kids who will struggle paying for college. Ben Cassidy, an economics writer and senior editor for FiveThirtyEight, states, “Even issues that do get attention, such as student debt, are often covered through the lens of elite institutions … Meanwhile, those who are struggling most to pay off student loans are often those with smaller balances” (394). This shows the negative consequences of only showcasing the situations of people who are most likely financially well off while everyone else continues to suffer. If more attention was given to serving the rest of society by giving them tools to attain scholarship opportunities, more people would be able to attend college. 
The next step that should be taken is to focus on solving problems that directly affect the lives of students, rather than looking at the big picture and attempting to fix the whole system. While countless students around the country are struggling to solve their issues with debt that has resulted from racking up student loans, they don’t have the luxury of concerning themselves with the intricate mechanisms of the entire institution. Many people look at the billions of dollars of student debt and decide that there should be plans put in place to lower this staggering number, but these will all take many years to execute completely, and in the meantime, there will be no lifeline extended to the people who need it the most right now. Casselman discusses this predicament, saying that plans to make education more accessible should focus less on things like administrative salaries and construction costs because they are not relevant to the students, but instead look into accommodating students with jobs and being more lenient when considering which credits will transfer and which were a waste of time and money (395). This approach is much more helpful because it focuses on the students’ needs directly. 
In conclusion, there is a compelling argument that in order to make college more accessible to everyone, we should lower the cost. This should not be done by turning students away from seeking a degree, but by giving them the resources to obtain scholarships, and focusing on making changes that will affect them directly. As a college education becomes increasingly more out of reach for many members of society, these strategies will help to allow everyone to get an education.
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