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Higher Education
Every year, many people are traumatized by the rising price tag of college tuition and the college debt they will accumulate by the time they will graduate. As a high school student with a minimum wage summer job and almost non-existent savings, I will be experiencing these issues first-hand. However, there are multiple ways to combat the high cost of higher education and make it more affordable. In the articles “Hidden Intellectualism” by Gerald Graff and “Two Years Are Better Than Four” by Liz Addison, the authors present their opinions on what the ideal college education should look like. We may be unable to control skyrocketing college tuition costs or avoid student debt, but in considering Graff and Addison’s points, there are choices we can make to control the cost of our higher education. 
In today’s environment, if a student meets the minimum admission requirements of a college, they typically receive a letter of acceptance. However, students should consider pursuing other options such as a sports or academic scholarship to determine which college offers them the best education at a lower price tag. By tapping into your specific skill set and pursuing something that your passionate about, either academically or a specific sport, students can find higher levels of success and motivation. Graff points out “Only much later did it dawn on me that the sports world was more compelling than school because it was more intellectual than school, not less.” (372). He goes on to talk about the parallels between the sports and academic worlds. Graff argues that a street smart student that is passionate about sports magazines can cross over into the other argument culture of the academic world and make reflective, analytical statements on classic literature. Sport and academic interests are one way to combat the high cost of a college education, but don’t despair in these are not your strong points.  There are other ways to lower the cost of a higher education.  
When prospective college students are looking for ways to combat the high costs of education, they should also consider attending a community college. The admission requirements at a community college are typically lower than a public or private university and can be a great starting place to prepare for advanced schooling in your chosen career. According to Addison, she states that “The philosophy of the community college, and I have been to two of them, is one that unconditionally allows its students to begin. Just begin.” (336). Allowing students to begin no matter where they are can be very beneficial to students that didn’t apply themselves fully in high school or want to complete general courses closer to home and at a lower cost than the traditional public or private university. By attending a community college, students can save money on room and board by living at home in addition to the lower tuition cost. She also points out that community colleges offer affordability, hope and the chance to dream (Addison 368). Simply put, community colleges offer the same dreams and the promise of a new future as their more expensive counterparts.  In fact, many students realize that two years are more beneficial than four, especially when considering the likeliness of increased college debt. 
	One type of college education that has not been explored yet is a liberal arts degree. In the article “The New Liberal Arts” by Sanford J. Ungar, he presents the reasons why a liberal arts degree is essential even during a recession.  One misconception that Ungar reacts to is “The cost of American higher education is spiraling out of control, and liberal-arts colleges are becoming irrelevant because they are unable to register gains in productivity or to find innovative ways of doing things.” (341). He blames the high cost of college education on the government’s lack of supporting colleges to make them affordable.  He also points out that a student may pay less at a small liberal-arts college than a large public university (Ungar 341-342). While this may be true for a very limited percentage of the student population, the vast majority of students will still pay more than a large public university.  By Ungar blaming the government for not making colleges affordable and voicing his hopes for liberal arts institutions to find ways to cut costs, these are indications that Ungar himself realizes the high costs of a liberal arts college education. 
	In conclusion, as pointed out by Ungar, we may be unable to control the high costs of a college education, but we can make choices as indicated by Addison to attend a community college to lower the overall costs. We may be unable to control skyrocketing college tuition costs or avoid student debt, but in considering Graff and Addison’s points, there are choices we can make to control the cost of our higher education. Following Addison’s position, everyone should go to a community college to save money; however through Graff’s eyes, we should use motivation to help us stay on the right track through our college experience. Whatever decision the student makes, it should be to pursue an interest they are passionate about while considering their financial future.
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