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Our Problem with Tunnel Vision
	If someone were to take a peek at America right now, they would find the States of America, not the United States of America. Two different articles refer to this idea. “Why Rural America Voted for Trump” by Robert Leonard and “The Other Side Is Not Dumb” by Sean Blanda both point to the notion that we are being separated by our political ideologies. In the past four years, political and racial disparities have grown to such a volume that it is hard to hear anything else. Each side of the aisle completely writes off the other as incompetent and evil-minded. Family members allow these differences to fester in their own relationships. The media is questioned by Republicans and Democrats alike. The importance of this issue should be obvious to us; if we want to be heard, we must also make an effort to hear others. This begs the question, why do we as Americans struggle to see issues from a different point of view? It’s because we have been increasingly conditioned not to engage in meaningful discussion but to further entrench ourselves in our position by listening only to those we agree with.
	Gone are the days when we aim at getting to the core of our disagreement. We now settle for a backhanded mockery of the opposition while those who agree with us cheer in delight. In his article describing how we view our political foes, Sean Blanda asserts, “This is not a political correctness issue. It’s a fundamental rejection of the possibility to consider that the people who don’t feel the same way you do might be right. It’s a preference to see the Other Side as a cardboard cutout, and not the complicated individual human beings that they actually are” (214-215). The essence of Blanda’s argument is that we have a habit of oversimplifying the other side’s emotions, opinions, and actions. We assume that we already understand their motives without asking them. I agree with this assessment of the situation, as I often find myself guilty of this same lazy mistake. 
	I believe that the media plays a detrimental role in this growing issue. If I were to try to guess the political leanings of a news station, I feel confident that I could do so in about 30 seconds of watching their coverage. This, in my opinion, is a serious issue. If we can only hear our news from a few big voices on either side, then we will have lost our ability to form our own opinions altogether. Some readers might argue that if the media doesn’t take a side then conservatives and liberals won’t be able to stay in touch with the feelings of their likeminded peers. While I agree with that to a certain extent, I would argue that the extremes at which different media outlets have taken their stance are doing more harm than good to the citizens that they report to.
	The media isn’t the only guilty party, though. If rather than sifting through various news channels, one chose to take a scroll through Facebook or Twitter, they would likely find memes and jokes that disparage those they disagree with. We prefer to share things that our perceived allies will support and applaud (Blanda 215). We become addicted to getting that next like or share. This causes a downward spiral that no one has the urge or gumption to break. After all, it’s a lot easier to nod your head in agreement than to think critically as to why someone else would harbor a different belief. While there is certainly room for a little light-hearted humor on social media, when we do it at the expense of someone else, we only normalize and spread this behavior among both our friends and our opposition. 
As I mentioned earlier, there has been a lot of talk of how divided our nation is right now, but why did this come about? We didn’t just one day decide to dredge up issues that had lain dormant for years. Donald Trump is the main culprit for this chasm. He speaks about people in such absolutes that it becomes difficult for many to comprehend that we aren’t really that different from each other. In his eyes, a person is either a “tremendous patriot”, or a “nasty woman”. This view has permeated his base and led to the polarizing environment that we live in today. Robert Leonard explains this view in his essay titled, “Why Rural America Voted for Trump”. He posits, “Rural conservatives feel that their world is under siege, and that Democrats are an enemy to be feared and loathed” (284). This attitude of being attacked was derived from President Trump. They see a far different America than the one that Democrats see.  Those on the left see an America with problems that come from within rather than from the outside. Conservatives, on the other hand, see external problems such as immigrants and foreign powers as the reason for our possible downfall, and they believe the Democrats are the vessel through which this downfall will occur. 
	This isn’t to say that the blame for our fractured democracy lies only with one political party. Both parties are responsible for consistently spewing one-sided news that frames the other side in a negative fashion. When this happens, it’s impossible for any real learning or growing to be done. 
	To summarize, many of the differences among Americans are exaggerated in our own minds. We question the validity of the issues that the other side worries about because they don’t pertain to our daily experiences (Leonard 283). This happens because many of us are living vastly different lives in the same country. My hope is that we will learn to take seriously the thoughts and feelings of those we disagree with, ultimately resulting in a more united and understanding country. 

Works Cited
Blanda, Sean “The Other Side Is Not Dumb.” They Say/I Say: with readings. Vol. 4E. Edited by Gerald Graff, et al. W. W. Norton, Inc., 2018. 212-218.
Leonard, Robert “Why Rural America Voted for Trump.” They Say/I Say: with readings. Vol. 4E. Edited by Gerald Graff, et al. W. W. Norton, Inc., 2018. 279-285.

