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Instructions to Student
	RESEARCH QUESTIONS – APPLYING LEARNING FROM RESEARCH
Complete the research, as explained below, then respond to the ten (10) questions, based upon the research you conducted. 

Materials to be supplied: 
The websites listed below and the learning resource, as available on Connect are the only requirements for the student to complete this project. 

Work, Health and Safety: 
Ensure you conduct yourself in a safe and fair manner and be conscious that your actions and/or omissions don’t adversely affect the safety of others.




	
	Assessment Criteria:
To achieve a satisfactory result, your assessor will be looking for your ability to demonstrate the following key skills/tasks/knowledge to an acceptable industry standard:
· Understand the effects of Autism Spectrum Disorder on learning and development
· Ability to explain the evolution of Autism Spectrum Disorder as a result of various stipulated factors (social, medical, education, achievement etc);
· Ability to understand the difference between social, communication, mental health and cognitive/intellectual impairment;
· Understand the role that rights-based practice and legislation played with regard to the evolution of the way Autism Spectrum Disorder is viewed. 

Number of Attempts:
You will receive up to two (2) attempts at this assessment task. Should your 1st attempt be unsatisfactory (U), your teacher will provide feedback and discuss the relevant sections / questions with you and will arrange a due date for the submission of your 2nd attempt. If your 2nd submission is unsatisfactory (U), or you fail to submit a 2nd attempt, you will receive an overall unsatisfactory result for this assessment task. Only one re-assessment attempt may be granted for each assessment task. For more information, refer to the Student Rules.

	Submission details 
	Insert your details on page 1 and sign the Student Declaration. Include this form with your submission.  
Ensure you submit your Research Project, in its entirety. Assessment to be submitted via: 
TAFE Queensland Learning Management System: Connect   url: https://connect.tafeqld.edu.au/d2l/login
Username; 10 digit student number
For Password: Reset password go to  https://passwordreset.tafeqld.edu.au/default.aspx

	Instructions for the Assessor 
	Use the benchmark answers, as well as the assessment instructions to determine if the student has produced an assessment to a satisfactory degree.

	Note to Student
	An overview of all Assessment Tasks relevant to this unit is located in the Unit Study Guide.





Research questions – Applying learning from research

Over the years, Autism Spectrum Disorder has been labelled as a:
· Mental illness;
· Intellectual impairment;
· Social impairment;
· Behavioural impairment;
· Communication impairment. 

The definition, social structure and understanding of Autism Spectrum Disorder (“Autism”) has changed over the years, based on factors such as:
· The medical and health sector’s understanding of Autism Spectrum Disorder and how it affects the cognitive and social functioning of a person;
· Achievements of people with Autism and their relationship and contribution to family, community and culture;
· Educational and social constructs which have evolved in their capacity to educate and engage with people living with Autism;
· Best practice regarding positive behaviour strategies;
· Legislation regarding anti-discrimination, disability in education, child-safety and inclusiveness in education;
· The rights and equity movement regarding people with a disability and mental illness.

Using the websites provided and your own research focus on information relating to:
1. historical context of autism, including reasons that it’s been referred to and/or defined as a mental illness, intellectual impairment, social impairment and/or communication impairment over time;
1. achievements of people with Autism and the way that has affected their place within social settings and community;
1. the effect of Autism on effective teaching and learning process;
1. the importance of communication and effective communication techniques when working with someone with Autism;
1. reasons why responses to communication and behaviour must be positive and focused on learning, communication and function of behaviour.

Once you’ve completed the research, provide responses to the following questions below.

Websites which may be helpful:
http://www.donnawilliams.net/about.0.html Donna Williams ‘About Me’. 
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2014/03/04/3956379.htm Listen to the Conversation with Richard Fidler and Judy Sharp, who is the mother of Tim Sharp.
http://www.autismadvisoryboard.org.au/uploads/file/pdfs/The%20Interface%20between%20ASD%20and%20Mental%20Health%20AAB.pdf Autism Advisory Board ‘The interface between Autism Spectrum Disorders and Mental Health: The Ways Forward.
http://education.qld.gov.au/staff/learning/diversity/educational/asd.html Queensland Government ‘Adjustments for students with Autism Spectrum Disorder’.

Questions
Based on the research you have conducted:
1. What are some of the key changes in the way society sees and understands Autism? (100 words)
1. In your opinion, historically why was Autism considered to be a:
1. Mental illness (50 words);
1. Intellectual impairment (50 words);
1. Social impairment (50 words);
1. Communication impairment (50 words);
1. What are some of the effects of Autism on learning and development? (50 words);
1. What social difficulties might students experience, as a result of Autism, and why? (50 words);
1. Why is it important to respond in a positive manner when students with Autism demonstrate behaviour which is not appropriate in a school environment. Provide an example of some methods of responding positively? (100 words);
1. Explain the difference between a social impairment, a communication impairment, an intellectual impairment and a mental illness (50 words);
1. What was the significance of legislation and rights-based practice, with regard to changing the way people understand and respond, to students with Autism? (50 words);
1. What are some ways that Teacher Aides can support Teachers with students who have Autism in the classroom? (50 words);
1. How might Autism affect a student’s interest in learning? (50 words);
1. What are some key and/or noted achievements by people with Autism. How have these individuals impacted the way society understands Autism? (50 words).
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