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	SQL Programming – CIS 276
Student Course Guide

	Prerequisite: CIS 111


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL

( including all mandatory software)

	1. Greenberg, N. Oracle Database 10g: Introduction to SQL fundamentals

          I and II. California: Oracle University.
2. Oracle 10g Server software (Visit the web site www.oracle.com to download.)



	

	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	This course covers the concept, design and components of querying databases using the Structured Query Language ( SQL ). Involves the creation of tables, constraints, use of DML, use of DDL, and defining transactions.




	COURSE OUTCOMES



	Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

a. Write PL/SQL code to demonstrate competence of the basic concepts in the Oracle architecture and its implementation with SQL.  

b. Load the Oracle Server.

c. Create relational databases and demonstrate this by creating Tablespaces, Tables and other objects.

d. Perform basic administration of the Oracle Server.

e. Code Basic SQL statements and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

d. Code SQL statements that restrict and sort data and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

e. Write SQL code to employ Oracle functions and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

f. Write SQL code to employ Join Statements that display data from Multiple Tables and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

g. Write SQL code to use of Sub-queries and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

h. Write SQL code to produce Reports and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

i. Create and manage Tables, Tablespaces, and Database objects and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

j. Create Constraints, Sequences, Indexes, Views and Synonyms and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

k. Create users and manage access to the Oracle Database and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.
l. Synthesize current information related to topics in this course using the APA format.
The course instructor will provide additional learning outcomes.




	COURSE EXPECTATIONS

To obtain the most benefit from this class:

· Follow Strayer University’s policies and procedures as well as those specific to this class. 
· Class specific information can be found within the “Class Information” section within the Student Center.

Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) Digital Library 

The ACM Digital Library is a complete collection of all of ACM’s publications, including ACM journals, conference proceedings, magazines, newsletters, and multimedia titles. The ACM Digital Library contains the largest and most complete full-text archive of articles on computing available today, consisting of: 2.0+ Million Pages of full-text articles , 20,000 New full-text articles added each year, 40+ High Impact Journals , 270+ Conference Proceedings Titles, 9 Magazines (including the flagship Communications of the ACM), 43 Special Interest Groups contributing content.

You are encouraged to search the ACM Digital Library for full-text articles for your writing assignments and Term Papers refereed referenced material. For more information on the ACM Digital Library please watch the video located in the Student Center tab of the online course shell (Blackboard). 

To access the ACM Digital Library:

Students:

1. Login to iCampus: http://icampus.strayer.edu 

2. Click on Student Services

3. Click on Learning Resource Center

4. Click on Databases

5. Scroll down to Information Systems/Computing

6. Click on ACM Digital Library

Kaltura Video Sessions

Instructors will record video or screen capture sessions using Kaltura in Weeks 2 and 4. Your instructor may also provide these sessions on a weekly basis to act as student tutorials on the following applicable procedures:

· Running and navigating the software or labs that will be used in this course 

· Demonstrating the use of relevant programming languages and tools through screen capture and live navigation.

· Logging into the lab environments and running a sample  lab required in this course (if labs are required)

· Demonstrating the downloading and installing of software to a student’s computer (if necessary) or using the software already installed in the Strayer University campus labs

· Locating or finding files and other student materials that may be required to use in assignments

· Submitting assignments in Blackboard 

You are strongly advised to use the material provided by faculty in these sessions. Online and Ground instructors will post the Kaltura video recorded sessions to the Instructor Insights folder within the weekly tabs of the online course shell (Blackboard).

Study Buddy Wiki

The School of Information Systems and Technology provides Study Buddy Wikis for nine (9) course categories which include: Homeland Security, Computer Security, Programming, Database Management, Web Design, Software Engineering, Networking, Capstone, and Infrastructure. You will be provided a direct link to the courses aligned within your program to post questions, search for answers, add helpful tips, and to assist other students. You should post to the Study Buddy Wiki board that corresponds to the course(s) you are currently taking. Assigned faculty will be monitoring to assist as needed.

	


WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE

The weekly schedule below describes the learning activities that will help you achieve the course outcomes listed above and the assessments that will be used to measure your mastery of the outcomes.  

Each week is divided into sections consisting of activities to be completed before, during, and after class.  Before class activities will help you prepare for the class session.  After class activities will reinforce the material covered in the session.  Homework consists of both after class activities of the current week and before class activities of the following week.  For example, before coming to class in Week 2 you should complete the after class activities in Week 1 and the before class activities in Week 2.

WEEK 1

Course outcome in focus:
· Write SQL code to demonstrate a competency of the basic concepts in the Oracle Architecture and its implementation with SQL.  

· Load the Oracle Server.

· Perform basic administration of the Oracle Server.

· Code SQL statements that restrict and sort data and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Understand concepts and write code related to the following:

· Retrieving data using the SQL Select statements.

· Run SQL scripts to create the students tablespaces.

· Write commands to edit and manipulate SQL statements using SQL*PLUS commands.

· Write queries that demonstrate a fundamental knowledge of restricting and sorting data.

· Write queries that satisfy the requirements of the practices at the end of the chapter.

Activities:

Prior to class:  

During Class:

· Lecture/discussion on features of the Oracle 10g database and the use of the SELECT statement in retrieving rows from an Oracle Database.  

· The Professor will explain the material in Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 2 of the student kit to include:

· How to limit the rows that are retrieved by a query.

· How to sort the rows that are retrieved by a query.

· How to use ampersand substitution in iSQL*PLUS to restrict and sort output at run time.

· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create an assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 1.

· The Professor will create an assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 2.

· The Professor will create additional assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practices 1 and 2 work that was not completed in class.

WEEK 2
Course outcome in focus: 
· Code Basic SQL statements and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Understand concepts and write code related to the following:

· Write queries that demonstrate a fundamental knowledge of using single-row functions to customize output..

· Write queries that satisfy the requirements of the practices at the end of the chapter.

Activities:
      Prior to class:  

· Read and study Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 3 in the student kit.
During Class:

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the use of single row functions within SQL statements to customize output. 
· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 3 of the student kit to include:

· How to use arguments within SQL functions.

· How to differentiate between single row and multiple row functions.

· How to write character, case manipulation, number, round, truncate, modulus, date, and arithmetic based functions.

· How to write conversion, implicit data type conversion, explicit data type conversion, TO_CHAR, TO_DATE, TO_NUMBER, nesting, general, null value, coalesce, case expression, decode, functions.

· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 3.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 3 work that was not completed in class. 

WEEK 3

Course outcome in focus:

· Write SQL code to employ Oracle functions and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

· Write SQL code to employ Join Statements that display data from Multiple Tables and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Identify the available group functions

· Describe the use of group functions

· Write queries that group data by using the GROUP BY clause

· Write queries that include or exclude grouped rows by using the HAVING clause.
· Write SELECT statements to access data from more than one table using equijoins and nonequijoins

· Join a table to itself by using a self-join

· View data that generally does not meet a join condition by using outer joins

· Generate a Cartesian product of all rows from two or more tables
Activities:


Prior to class:  

· Read and Study Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lessons 4 and 5 in the student kit.
During Class:

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 4 of the student kit to include:

· How to use group functions in writing SQL statements.

· How to write AVG, SUM, MIN, MAX, COUNT, DISTINCT, NULL VALUE, group functions.

· How to create groups of data using group-by clause syntax in SQL statements.

· How to write group-by functions that employ the HAVING clause.

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Lesson 5 of the student kit to include:

· How to obtain data from multiple tables in writing SQL statements.

· How to write SQL statements that join tables using SQL:1999 syntax, using the ON clause, using inner, outer, full joins, cross joins and Cartesian products.

· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 4.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 5.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practices 4 and 5 work that was not completed in class.  .

WEEK 4

Course outcome in focus:

· Write SQL code to use of Sub-queries and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Define subqueries in writing SQL statements.

· Describe the types of problems that subqueries can solve.

· List the types of subqueries.

· Write single-row and multiple-row subqueries in SQL statements.
· Describe set operators in SQL.

· Use a set operator to combine multiple queries into a single query

· Control the order of rows returned in SQL statements that employ SET operators.
Activities:


Prior to class:  

· Read and Study Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 6 in the student kit.
During Class:

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 6 of the student kit to include:

· How to use subqueries to solve problems in writing SQL statements.

· How to write single row subqueries.

· How to write subqueries that contain group functions and the HAVING clause.

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Lesson 7 of the student kit to include:

· How write SQL statements that employ the UNION Operator, the INTERSECT Operator, and the MINUS Operator.

· How to write SQL statements that match the operators.

· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Practice 6.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Practice 7.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practices 6 and 7 work that was not completed in class.  .

WEEK 5

Course outcome in focus:

· The outcomes from the first four lessons are tested in this class in the midterm examination.

During Class:

· Midterm Examination.

After Class:
· Read and study Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 7 in the student kit.
WEEK 6
Course outcome in focus:

· Create and manage Tables, Tablespaces, and Database objects and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Describe each data manipulation language (DML) statement.

· Insert rows into a table using SQL statements.

· Update rows in a table using SQL statements.

· Delete rows from a table using SQL statements.

· Control transactions using SQL statements.
Activities:


Prior to class:  

· Read and Study Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 8 in the student kit.
During Class:

Lecture/discussion of the material in Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 8 of the student kit to include:

· How to write SQL statements that insert, update, and delete data of the student kit to include:

· How to write scripts in SQL.

· How to write SQL statements that copy rows from other tables.

· How to write DML subqueries that employ DML statements.

· Lab Assignments:
· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Practice 8.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 8 work that was not completed in class.  .

WEEK 7
Course outcome in focus:

· Create and manage Tables, Tablespaces, and Database objects and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

· Create Constraints, Sequences, Indexes, Views and Synonyms and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Categorize the main database objects.

· Review the table structure.

· List the data types that are available for columns.

· Create a simple table.

· Understand how constraints are created at the time of table creation.

· Describe how schema objects work.
· Differentiate system privileges from object Grant privileges on tables.

· View privileges in the data dictionary.

· Grant roles to users.

· Distinguish between privileges and roles.
Activities:


Prior to class:  

· Read and Study Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 9 in the student kit.
· Read and study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 1 in the student kit.
· Read and study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 2 in the student kit.
During Class:

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 9of the student kit to include:

· How to use write SQL statements that insert, update, and delete data into and from the database.

· How to write scripts in SQL.

· How to write SQL statements that copy rows from other tables.

· How to write DML subqueries that employ DML statements.

· How to write and control transactions in SQL.

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 1 of the student kit to include:

· How to use write SQL statements that differentiate system privileges from object privileges 

· How to use write SQL statements that grant privileges on tables.

· How to use write SQL statements that distinguish between privileges and roles.
· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 2 of the student kit to include:

· How to use write SQL statements that add constraints, create indexes, create indexes using the CREATE TABLE statement

· How to use write SQL statements that create function-based indexes, drop columns and set column UNUSED, perform FLASHBACK operations, and create and use external tables 

· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 9.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 1.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 2.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 2 Practice 9 work that was not completed in class.

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 1 work that was not completed in class.

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 2 work that was not completed in class.
WEEK 8

Course outcome in focus:

· Create Constraints, Sequences, Indexes, Views and Synonyms and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

· Write SQL code to produce Reports and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Create simple and complex views

· Retrieve data from views

· Create, maintain, and use sequences

· Create and maintain indexes

· Create private and public synonyms

· Manipulate data using subqueries.

· Describe the features of multitable inserts.

· Use the following types of multitable inserts, unconditional INSERT, Pivoting INSERT, Conditional ALL INSERT, Conditional FIRST INSERT.

· Merge rows in a table.

· Track the changes to data over a period of time.
· Use the ROLLUP operation to produce subtotal values.

· Use the CUBE operation to produce crosstabulation values.

· Use the GROUPING function to identify the row values created by ROLLUP or CUBE.

· Use GROUPING SETS to produce a single result set.
Activities:


Prior to class:  

· Read and Study Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 10 in the student kit. 
· Read and Study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 3 in the student kit. 
· Read and Study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 4 in the student kit.
During Class:

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals I Volume 1 Lesson 10 of the student kit to include:

· How to create simple and complex views.

· How to retrieve data from views.

· How to create, maintain, and use sequences.

· How to create and maintain indexes.

· How to create private and public synonyms.

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 3 of the student kit to include:

· How to use write SQL statements that manipulate data using subqueries

· How to use write SQL statements that describe the features of multitable inserts

· How to use write SQL statements that use the following types of multitable inserts, unconditional INSERT, Pivoting INSERT, Conditional ALL INSERT, Conditional FIRST INSERT

· How to use write SQL statements that merge rows in a table

· How to use write SQL statements that track the changes to data over a period of time
· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 4 of the student kit to include:

· How to use write SQL statements that use the ROLLUP operation to produce subtotal values.

· How to use write SQL statements that use the CUBE operation to produce cross tabulation values.

· How to use write SQL statements that use the GROUPING function to identify the row values created by ROLLUP or CUBE.

· How to use write SQL statements that use GROUPING SETS to produce a single result set.
· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 1 Practice 10.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 3.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 4.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 2 Practice 10 work that was not completed in class.  

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 3 work that was not completed in class.  

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 4 work that was not completed in class
WEEK 9

Course outcome in focus:

· Write PL/SQL code to demonstrate competence of the basic concepts in the Oracle architecture and its implementation with SQL.  

· Create users and manage access to the Oracle Database and demonstrate this knowledge by coding applications.

Supporting topics:
· Use the data dictionary views to research data on your objects

· Query various data dictionary views

Activities:


Prior to class:  

· Read and Study Fundamentals I Volume 2 Lesson 11 in the student kit. 
· Read and Study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 5 in the student kit. 
· Read and Study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 6 in the student kit.
During Class:

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals I Volume 2 Lesson 11  of the student kit to include:

· How to use data dictionary views to research data on the objects.

· How to create simple and complex views.

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 5 of the student kit to include:

· How to use write SQL statements that use built-in datetime functions.

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 6 of the student kit to include:

· How to write SQL statements that use advanced subqueries.

· Write a multiple-column subquery

· Use scalar subqueries in SQL

· Solve problems with correlated subqueries

· Update and delete rows using correlated subqueries

· Use the EXISTS and NOT EXISTS operators

· Use the WITH clause
· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals I Volume 2 Practice 11.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 5.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 6.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals I Volume 2 Practice 11 work that was not completed in class.

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 5 work that was not completed in class.  

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 6 work that was not completed in class.

WEEK 10
Course outcome in focus:

· Write PL/SQL code to demonstrate competence of the basic concepts in the Oracle architecture and its implementation with SQL.  

Supporting topics:
· Use regular expression support in SQL to search, match, and replace strings all in terms of regular expressions.

· Interpret the concept of a hierarchical query.

· Create a tree-structured report.

· Format hierarchical data.

· Exclude branches from the tree structure.
Activities:


Prior to class:  

· Read and Study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 7 in the student kit. 
· Read and Study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lesson 8 in the student kit.
During Class:

· Provide students with the solutions to the assigned practices

· Lecture/discussion on the material in Lesson 7, 8 and 11 of the student kit to include:

· How to write SQL statements that determine data on constraints, views, sequences, and synonyms.

· How to write SQL statements that employ the concept of a hierarchical query, the creation of e a tree-structured report, the formatting of hierarchical data, and the exclusion of branches from the tree structure.
· How to write SQL statements that employ regular expression support to search, match, and replace strings all in terms of regular expressions.

· Lab Assignments:

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 7.

· The Professor will create a lab assignment for the students to complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 8.

· The Professor will create additional lab assignments for the students as required.


After class:

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 7 work that was not completed in class.  

· Complete Fundamentals II Volume 1 Practice 8 work that was not completed in class.  

· Read and study the appropriate lessons in the student kit in preparing for the final examination.
WEEK 11
Course outcome in focus: 
Supporting topics:
NOTE:  no new material, no lectures in Week 11.    
Activities:


Prior to Class 

· Read and study Fundamentals I Volumes 1 and 2 Lessons 7 through 11 in the student kit in preparing for the final examination.

· Read and study Fundamentals II Volume 1 Lessons 1 through 8 in the student kit in preparing for the final examination.
During Class:

· Complete the Final Examination.
Assignment/Discussion/Examination Due Dates
	Week
	Start Date
	Deliverables
	Percentage
	Points

	Week 1
	01/06/2014
	Week 1 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 1 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 1 Assignment  Due Jan 13th 


	5%
	50

	Week 2
	01/13/2014
	Week 2 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 2 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 2 Assignment  Due Jan  20th     


	5%
	50

	Week 3
	01/20/2014
	Week 3 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 3 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 3 Assignment  Due  Jan 27th 


	5%
	50

	Week 4
	01/27/2014
	Week 4 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 4 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 4 Assignment  Due Feb 3rd  


	5%
	50

	Week 5
	02/03/2014
	Week 5 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 5 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Mid Term Examination  due Feb 10th 


	15%
	150

	Week 6
	02/10/2014
	Week 6 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 6 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 6 Assignment  Due  Feb 17th 


	5%
	50

	Week 7
	02/17/2014
	Week 7 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 7 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 7 Assignment  Due Feb24th 


	5%
	50

	Week 8
	02/24/2014
	Week 8 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 8 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 8 Assignment  Due March  3rd  


	5%
	50

	Week 9
	03/3/2014
	Week 9 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 9 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 9 Assignment  Due  March  10th  


	5%
	50

	Week 10 
	03/10/2014
	Week 10 Discussion One
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 10 Discussion Two
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Week 10 Assignment  Due  March 17th  


	5%
	50

	
	
	Written  Assignment  Due  March 17th  
	15%
	150

	Week 11
	03/17/2014
	
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	
	0.5%
	5

	
	
	Final Examination     Due  March  24th   


	15%
	200

	Total
	
	
	100%
	1000


Writing Assignments

The objective of the School of Information Systems writing assignments is to promote attitudes and skills that will improve a student’s ability to communicate in writing, develop research skills, documentation techniques, and encourage critical analysis of data and conclusions specific to the course learning outcomes and information systems and technology domain.

	CIS 276: Writing Rubric

	

	CATEGORY 
	4- Exceptional
	3 - Satisfactory
	2 - Marginal
	1-Unsatisfactory

	Introduction (Organization) 
	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper. 
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but is not particularly inviting to the reader. 
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader. 
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper. 

	Sequencing (Organization) 
	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. 
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented/introduced sometimes makes the writing less interesting. 
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 

	Transitions (Organization) 
	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected. 
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is little variety. 
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy. 
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or nonexistent. 

	Accuracy of Facts (Content) 
	All supportive facts are reported accurately. 
	Almost all supportive facts are reported accurately. 
	Most supportive facts are reported accurately. 
	NO facts are reported OR most are inaccurately reported. 

	Support for Topic (Content) 
	Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key issue or portion of the storyline is unsupported. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key issues or portions of the storyline are unsupported. 
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic. 

	Focus on Topic (Content) 
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information. 
	Main idea is clear but the supporting information is general. 
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information. 
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information. 

	Capitalization & Punctuation (Conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read. 
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read. 
	Writer makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 
	Writer makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and greatly interrupt the flow. 

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

	Sources (Content) 
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and most are cited correctly. 
	Most sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	Many sources used for quotes and facts are less than credible (suspect) and/or are not cited correctly. 


	EVALUATION METHODS

	 Final Grade        
Quizzes/Assignments(8x50 points )
	           Points           Percent    
      =   400 points     45%

	Written Assignment  
	      =    150  points     15% 

	Discussion/Participation(20 x5points)
	      =   100  points     10%

	Midterm Exam(1 x 150 points)
	      =   150  points     15%

	Final Exam  (1 x 150 points)
	      =   200  points     15%

	Final Grade (Total)
	          1000  points     100%

	

	Grading Scale

	90-100
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79
	C

	60-69
	D

	Below 60
	F
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