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Background/introduction: Motor carriers of firms that are directly correlated with safety are creating unnecessary costs, by being involved in preventable accidents.  Truck crashes that cause injuries and or fatalities are a major concern for public agencies and society.  Efforts to mitigate the frequency and intensity of these crashes would have a positive impact.  According to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, in 2008 there were 4,525 fatal truck crashes and an additional 90,000 crashes involving injuries (Britto, et al, 2010).  
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Description: The main concern of my topic is how cost associated with motor carriers while they are operating shipping vehicles directly affect financial costs and their personal costs.  It not only affects the drivers of the carriers it affects everyone involved to include fleet managers and civilians driving on the road.  This issue promotes high significance, because it also creates financial difficulties for the companies expecting to receive equipment, but instead they wind up paying workman’s comp and repair cost for the damages that were caused due to the accident.  And to extend on that, it also can affect the reputation of the motor carriers and the companies receiving the supplies or services due to lack of reliability.  My working thesis is: The Motor Carrier Safety Status Measurement System and the Motor Carriers annual report both show data that demonstrates a direct relationship with the financial performance and safety performance, and to resolve work-related safety programs and standards in conjunction with regular vehicle maintenance, higher wages and a better financial standing can yield better results. 

Plans, methods and procedures: Through various search engines provided by APUS, I will thoroughly rely on scholarly articles, journals, books and even video content to further grasp the topic I wish to research. With the extremely helpful resources provided within this class, I will use the note taking structures demonstrated since I have little prior experience in research papers. Sources will be noted immediately upon use and placed where necessary to ensure thoroughness and completeness in citing work. I will be using the APA documentation style since that is one I am becoming very familiar with. 

Schedule: My proposed schedule for composing my research paper and submitting it for grading is listed by each week as follows:
  Week 2: Post forums by due dates, submit proposal for approval and work on resourcing for the paper, creating the thesis and outline. Create a document that will contain notes building up to the research paper. 
Week 3. Post forums by due dates, submit assignment Analysis of rhetorical situation, continue to take notes on research paper, answer secondary questions as I go along. Create firm outline of entire paper.
Week 4: Post forums by due dates, submit assignment for Source Evaluation, have draft paper with basics.
Week 5: Post forums by due dates, submit assignment Annotated Bibliography, start working on developing an abstract for week 6.
Week 6: Post forums by due dates, submit assignment Outline, have abstract completed for week seven.
Week 7: Post forums by due dates, submit assignment Abstract, have rough draft of paper completed for revision and formatting.
Week 8: Post research paper in optional forum, submit research paper by due date after complete revision and formatting. 
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