Notes on Assignment 2
Key Objective:
Assignment 2 is to combine
1. A new technology (Alexa chatbot), and
2. A qualitative or quantitative research method
 
to
(a) propose and
(b) verify through a preliminary study
a research method for the proposed research (continue the work from Assignment 1, particularly the research method part).
 
The new technology (Alexa chatbot)
has been covered, demonstrated in class and practiced in labs :
1. Create a chatbot with basic lambda functions to acquire slots’ values and respond accordingly;
2. Use webhook to link with the web application to manage the interaction between the chatbot and users; this method requires a https web host and a modified voice_wp plugin;
 
Web Application
Samples and demonstrations have been provided in class, and practiced in lab, for information (database tables) to be managed with web page functions (php code embedded) :
1. Add new records;
2. Update existing records;
3. Show existing records and
4. Delete unwanted records
 
Common Web Application Sample
Students who have not been able to create a web application and webhooks in labs or assignment can make use of the provide common web application.
· Only students who have seriously attempted the labs or the assignment to build the web application and webhook could find the sample application helpful. Similar to many research outputs, only researchers who have serious explored in the same field could make sense of them.
· The common web application allows Alexa chatbots (sample provided with the bridging lambda function) to report data (a string, e.g. report of sleep quality), retrieve data from web application (a string, e.g. messages or notifications), ask questions (set at web application) and log answers. It can be used to support different designs to collect data for qualitative research or quantitative research.
· Brief readme and source code comments were provided.
· As it is common web application, each record needs to have a owner (student id) and pass to enable updates and retrieval.
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