TEACHING STORY Ty

Abraham’s Willingness 10 S

God put Abraham to the test. He <aid 1o him,
“Abraham,” and he answered, “Here 1 am.” And

He said, “Take your son, vour lavored one, Laac,
whom you love, and go 10 the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a bumnt offering on one of the
heights that I will point out 1o you.” 5o carly nNexi
moming, Abraham saddled his ass and ok with
him two of his servants and his son Isaac. He split
the wood [or the bumt offering. and he set out for
the place of which God had rold him, On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place from afar.
Then Abraham said to his servanis, ~You stay here
with the ass. The boy and I will go up there; we will
worship and we will return 10 you.”

Abraham took the wood lor the burnt offering
and put it on his son Isaac, He himself 1ook the
lirestone and the knife; and the two walked ofl
together. Then Isaac said to his father Abraham,
“Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And
e sald, “Here are the firestene and the wood, bt
where i5 the sheep for the burnt oflering?” And
Abraham said, *God will s¢e 10 the sheep for His
bumt offering. my son.” And the two of them

walked on together.

acrifice 1saac

the place of which God had 1ol

It an altar there; he laid ou the
Isaac; he laid him on the
altar. on top of the wood. I*"'“' Abraham picked up
the knife 1o slay his son, rhen an angel of the Logp
called 1o him from heaven: “Abraham! Abraham)"
And he answered, “Here 1.am.” And he said, *Do o
raise your hand .:ug.:uiﬂst the boy, or do ﬂn}"lhing i
him. For now [ know that you fear God, since you
have not withheld your son, your favored one, from
Me.” When Abraham looked up, his eye [ell upon a
ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. 50 Abrahan

went and 1ook the ram and offered it upas a bumt
offering in place of his son. ...

The ange! of the LORD called to Abraham a
second time from heaven, and said, “By Myseli 1
swear, the LORD declares: Because you have done
this and have not withheld your son, your lavored
one, 1 will bestow My blessing upon you and make
your descendants as numerous as the stars ol heaven
and the sands on the seashore: and your descendants
shall seize the gates of their foes. All the nations of
:::d-:::: h -sha:I bless themselves by your descendants

"¢ You have obeyed My command.”
Genesis 22:1-1¢
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according o the genealogics set forth in the Pentatench the
seople who became known as Israelites were the oflspring of L:u:nla
prandson of Abraham. Jacob received a new name, Tsrael, after
wrectling all night with a being who turned out to be an m-]gﬂ of
ol (“Israel” means “the one who sirugeled with Gad "),

rhis story in which a human being struggles and finally is reborn
214 higher level of spirituality has been taken as a metaphor [or the
piritual evolution of the people of Israel. As a result of the strug.
ule, Isracl the patriarch receives the promise that many nations will
be born Irom him. The nation lsrael—"the smallest of peoples™™—is
wreeived as the spiritual center for the world 1o grow toward Godl.

' neey, meaning “children of Eber,
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Egvpt: bondage and exodus Jacobilsrael is said to have had one
doughter and twelve sons by his two wives and their two maidsery-
i The twelve sons became the progenitors of the twelve tribes
liracl. The whole group left Canaan for Goshen in Egypt during
mine Exadus, the second book of the Tanakh; opens about four
wiries later with a statement that the descendants of Isracl had
e numerous. To keep them from becoming oo powerful, the
ning pharaoh ordered that they be turned into slaves for massive
truction projects. To further curb the population, the pharaoh
el midwives to kill all boy babies born to the Israclite women.
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leed the country after killing an Egyptian overse e

e worker. According to the seriptural Book of Exodus, Moses wa

God 1o defy the pharach and lead the people ¢

01 a mountain, an angel of God appeared to hir

5 with fire but not consumed by it, God called 10
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chapters of Exodus recount miracles Used
convince ihe pha ravh to let the people 0 il':.'":
the wilderness 1o worship their LETATER Thl‘."{
signs included rod that turmed into g SeTpen
plagues of focusts, flics, and frogs, animg dis.
caves, a terrible storm, lasting darkness ani
finally the killing by the Lord of all fies iy
children and creatures, The Israclites were spared this fate, marking thy
doors with the blood of a slaughtered lamb so thai the Lord would pass OYer
them. (The holiday Passover commemorates this story.) Al this, the Pharagh
at last fet the [sraelites go. The redemption from bondage by the spedal pe,
tection of the Lord has served ever since as a central theme in Jodaism.
According to the scriptural account. the Lord’s presence led the Bsraelites,
manifesting as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, The armje
of the deceitful pharach pursued them until the famous scene inwhich Mrses
strerched his staft toward the sea and God caused an east wind 1o blow g
night, dividing the waters so that the Israelites could pass thro ugh safely on 2
d_rg.s seabed. As the Egyptians tried o follow, God old Moses again 1o hold ou
hiis arm over the sea, and the walls of water came crashing down on ther,
r.!n:rwnln_g every one. Mirtam the prophetess, sister of Moses and Aaron, wok
a timbrel and danced in triumph, and all the women joined her,
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I:;?,_‘_':; :i:u T”dfbmﬁs to Canaan According to the Pentateuch. God 1
Jl'lbnsss- at e would lead the people back to Canaan. First however i was
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s saidd to have been so outraged by their i
idolatry t - i e

o8 : only people still siding wi

yHWH, the Levites, to slay 3,000 of those who had stia}r:ﬂi A
AIEeT & r.m[%‘.li:*r fm‘ty-d_a}r meeting with God on the summit of Mount Sinai,

Voses again returned with stone tablets on which God had inscribed the COIm-

mandments. Moses” face was said to be so radiant from his encounter with

ahernacle was constructed as directed, and the people set off for the land of
Canaan, with the Presence of the Lord filling the tabernacle.
‘eceptance of the laws given to Moses at Mount Sinai brought a new
nension o the covenant between God and Israel. God had freed the Jews
rrom slavery and extinction at the hands of the Egyptians, and now the Jews

v agreed 10 accept the Torah. As Rabbi Irving Greenberg explains:

1 fnithfilness to that commitment, the people of Israel pledge to teach the
_:".-‘e'.fff'&' and righteousness as best they can, 10 remain distinctive and
assimilated in the world and thus hold up the message for all people io see,
veate a model contmunity showing how the ww!d_ can go about realizing
dream. and to work alongside others to move Socely foward rh‘e‘ end goal
cdempiion. Thus, the Jewish covenantal mission will be a hlessing for all
ilies of the earth.
_.::.x'.lm ;-,_f_tf.!w Divine is pledged never {a abandon Ismfe':l to protect ana
diard the people, to help in te realization of the dream.

+ - 4e—malitae Thad tawander for

JUDAISM 235



